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' GEORGE WBUSH’S memoir Decision Points could well
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The first review of
Ceorge Bush's memoirs

BY MICHIKO KAKUTANI

have been titled “The Decider Decides”: it’s an auto-
biography focused around “the most consequential
decisions” of his presidency and his personal life,
from his decision to give up drinking in 1986 to his
decision to invade Irag in 2003 to his decisions
regarding the financial crisis of 2008. 1t is a book
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that is part spin, part mea culpa, part family serap- ¢
book, part self-conscious effort to (re)shape his Hﬁ.uwo,_.“— A)Ngﬁ ﬁo
political legacy.

A dogged work of reminiscence by an author not HH—NH‘H.M\. 11 _.u\. SOr11,
naturally given to introspection, Decision Points .U o 5
lacks the emotional precision and evocative power
of his wife Laura’s book, Spoken From the Heart, H-HHHW. MNO.—\.—Ho m.su_.\.-.
published earlier this year, although it's a consider- VIEWSPAPER, PAGE 5

ably more substantial effort than his perfunctory
1999 campaign memoir, A Charge to Keep.

Certainly it’s the most casual of presidential
memoirs — how many works in the genre start as a
sort of evangelical, 12-step confession (“Could I con-
tinue to grow closer to the Almighty or was alcohol
becoming my god?”), include some off-colour jokes
and conclude with an aside about dog poop?

The prose in Decision Pointsis utilitarian, the lan-
guage staccato and blunt. Bush's default mode is
regular-guy-politico, and his moods vacillate main-
ly among the defensive and the diligent - frat boy
irreverence, religious certainty and almost wilful
obliviousness. The Bush who emerges from these
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